
 1 

 

PRIORY HOUSE 

36-38 Friar Street 

Droitwich 

WR9 8ED 

 

 

FINAL REPORT 

of the building’s architectural interest for 

THE HISTORIC DROITWICH PROJECT 

supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 

March 2017 

 

 

 

 



 2 

Priory House, 36-38 Friar Street, Droitwich (NGR SO 89750 63468) 

Summary 

The most recent dendro sampling of the south-eastern wing at Priory House 
produced a felling date range between 1568 and 1593, confirming that it is 
probably contemporary with the front range for which earlier dendro results 
indicated a late 16th century date. The structural evidence suggests that the wing 
was built either at the same time as the front range or very shortly afterwards.  

Background 

The National Heritage List entry (number 1296679) dates from 1973 when the 
building was first listed and provides a brief description of the exterior of the 
building. 

Nos 36 and 38. Late C16. Good 2-storeyed house of timber frame and 
plaster. 3 modern leaded plain transomed 6-light casements, above and 
below. Early C18 8-fielded-panelled door with restored or modern hood on 
modillions. The timber framing is partly of quadrant studding, Moulded 
wood eaves; old tiles. Side brick stack with stone angle dressings; the upper 
portion is of enriched and panelled brickwork of the time of Queen Anne. 
Gabled ends. Gabled bays at rear. Nos 36 to 44 (even) form a good group. 

The dating of the front range is at variance with the entry supplied earlier for 
Pevsner’s Worcestershire supplied by the late distinguished conservation 
architect, F. W. B. Charles and first published in 1968. Freddie Charles thought 
the front range dated from the mid-17th century and his text pre-dated the result 
of an estimated felling date of c1580 that was obtained from dendrochronology 
in 1970.1 It is to Charles’ credit that he ensured that Priory House was included 
in what was one of the first experimental tree-ring dating programmes in this 
country and acknowledged that he had to revise his preliminary sylistic dating in 
the light of the scientific evidence.2  

Charles was also responsible for finding and publishing the medieval rear wing 
in 19673. At the same time he drew public attention to the building’s perilous 
state and produced a detailed analysis of its architectural development, 
significance and the need for its preservation.4 As a result of Charles’ pleas Priory 

                                                        
1 Nikolaus Pevsner The Buildings of England: Worcestershire (Penguin Books, 
1968) 137; in the second edition the 17th century date has not been corrected  
despite the fact that the dendro date had been published. Alan Brooks & Sir 
Nikolaus Pevsner The Buildings of England: Worcestershire (Yale) 2007, 269  

2 F. W. B. Charles ‘The Science of Dating Buildings by Tree Rings’ The Timber 
Trade Journal 30 October 1971, 14-19 

3 F. W. B. Charles Medieval Cruck-Building and its Derivatives The Society for 
Medieval Archaeology Monograph Series 2 (1967), 51 and plate xviii  

4 NMR [reference to follow] 
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House was saved from further neglect and deterioration. Transferred to the 
ownership of the Droitwich Preservation Trust,  a careful programme of repair 
and rationalisation was undertaken between 1971-73 under the architectural 
practice of Michael Reardon.  

Further investigations were carried out in 2011 by the Dodderhill Parish Survey 
Group as a pilot that led to the current Historic Droitwich HLF-funded 
programme.  Attempts to do more dendro at Priory House were only partly 
successful. It was not possible to date the south-east wing due to there being ‘too 
few rings for sampling and analysis.’5 However the late 16th century date for the 
front range was confirmed by a sample from a corner post showing that the 
timber was felled between 1566 and 1602.   

Our second visit was made in June 2015 and had the dual purpose of checking 
the potential for further dendrochronology and accessibility issues given that 
this is a busy workplace during office hours that may preclude any further 
sampling. That visit highlighted the potential of slightly different approach in an 
attempt to firm up the date of the front range; if we could establish a felling date 
for the south-east wing whose framing followed on shortly after the construction 
of the street frontage we might establish a terminus ante quem for the main 
range itself. 

Description 

This is a large U-plan timber-framed building, the three elements comprising a 
three-bay front range (T4-T7) aligned east-west along the street, with two rear 
wings to the south. That to the south-west is of two bays (T1-T3) and contains 
the first floor upper chamber with its fine arch-braced roof and probably belongs 
to the 15th century, although attempts to date it by dendro have been 
unsuccessful. The south-east wing is of three bays (T8-T10). Its northern truss 
sits against the back or south wall of the main range and appears to have been 
open below the tiebeam, suggesting that it was built up against the existing 
frontage soon after the latter was erected.  

                                                        
5 Ian Tyers Tree-ring analysis of timbers from 2 buildings in Droitwich, 
Worcestershire (Dendrochronological Consultancy Limited, Report 469, 2011) 
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The south-western wing T1-T3. 

 

 

Main range or street elevation T4-T7. 
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South-east wing T8-T10. 

The results of the most recent dendrochronology undertaken by Ian Tyers in 
February 2016 produced a  date range between 1568 and 1593 rather than an 
exact felling date.6 Although disappointing in enabling us to tighten the 
chronology of the building’s development, especially the relationship between 
the south-eastern wing and the main range, the result does confirm the late 16th 
century date already established for the street frontage. Our previous tree-ring 
dating in 2011 produced a date range between 1566 and 1602, whilst Freddie 
Charles’ work with the pioneering German dendrochronologists in the late 1960s 
produced a likely felling and construction date of c1580.  

All we can really say for now is that the main range T4-T7 most likely dates from 
c1580 and that on constructional terms the south-east wing followed 
immediately or shortly afterwards.  

Due to the operational needs of a busy office it was not possible to record the 
building in depth. Enough has perhaps been done to confirm the late 16th century 
sequence of building. It is to be hoped that a more extensive survey of the 
building may be possible in the future. 

Stephen Price    25 September 2015 (revised March 2017)  
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The owners Droitwich Preservation Trust and business occupiers MVP Supply 
Chain Recruitment have been consistently supportive of our efforts to discover 
more about the architectural history of their building. I am grateful to the team 
at MVP especially Graeme Doyle, Avi Mann, Zoe Houghton and Lisa Starkey for 
making us so welcome. As always I owe thanks to Claire Lloyd for arranging 
access. 
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Above: the south elevation of the medieval south-west wing. Freddie Charles 
argued that its doorway once led into a long range of buildings in the foreground 
that created a courtyard plan. Below: the east elevation of the south-east wing 
showing how the front range (right) is set back and the stack sited in the angle. 
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Priory House displays some highly decorative features in the brickwork of its 
chimneystacks and framing. Within the square panels braces create lozenges, 
while wavy braces and a fleur de lis add visual interest to the overall design. 



 9 

 

The upper chamber of the south-west wing with its fine medieval arch-braced 
roof. The doorway in the corner suggests that it led through into a building that 
once occupied the site of the existing front range.  
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Above: in contrast to the flamboyant external framing the internal trusses are 
composed of rectangular panels. Note the doorhead to the right, its opening 
made redundant by the insertion of the present staircase perhaps in the 18th 
century. Below: the plasterwork overmantel, now part of a storeroom, with the 
stone fireplace reconstructed below it in 1973. 
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The south-east wing roof structure showing the filled central mortices in each of 
the tiebeams that would have supported a floor at attic level. The truss has 
widely spaced struts and in the middle truss a high collar giving plenty of 
headroom and usable space. Note also the clear set of carpenter’s marks. 

  

   


