
EDWARD BEARCROFT   PROBATE 29.4.1793    DROITWICH 
ESQUIRE    ABSTRACT OF WILL & CODICIL 7.9.1792 
 
Real Estate: Several Manors of Broughton and Hollow and my Capital Mansion House messuages 
tenements, farms, lands, hereditaments and freehold estates situate in the several parish of 
Hanbury, Feckenham, Stock & Bradley, Kington, Salwarpe, Himbleton, Bromsgrove, Knigs Norton, 
Coughton Hackett, Rushock, Astley and Droitwich in County of Worcester and Highley in County of 
Salop or elsewhere and also all that my Manor of Shurnock in Parish of Feckenham in county of 
Worcester and all my Leasehold Estate in Parish of Feckenham and also all my copyhold Estates 
situate in Parish of Inkberrow in county of Worcester and all my Copyhold Estate held of Manor of 
Pensax in County of Worcester. 
 
Executors & Trustees: Wilson Aylesbury Roberts of Bewdley in County of Worcester, Esquire and 
Edward Penrice of Droitwich Esquire. 
 
Beneficiary: Niece Frances Dickinson and her assigns to receive annual rent £400 payable quarterly 
during her natural life till she shall be let into possession of my estates. 
 
After her death, to 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th and all and every other son of the Body of my said niece 
Frances Dickenson lawfully to her begotten as they shall be in priority of Birth and for the several 
and respective Heirs of the Body & Bodies of all and every such Son & Sons the Elder of such sons 
followed by daughters of Frances Dickinson.  
In default of such issue for my cousin Philip Roger Bearcroft, 2nd son of my Cousin Edward Bearcroft 
of Lincolns Inn, Esquire during term of his life and then to his sons as before. Then My Cousin 
Captain Edward Longcroft during his life, then Cousin Thomas Longcroft now in East Indies. 
 
Who ever succeeds to the estate should, within two years, change their surname and bear the 
surname and arms of Bearcroft.  Any person refusing shall not succeed to estates, but should be 
passed to next in line. 
 
My Plate, china, household furniture, books and pictures shall be removed to Broughton House and 
that the same together with the Diamond earrings, Necklace, Hoop or Bow and other Diamonds 
which I have permitted my niece to use during my pleasure shall be devised as Heirlooms and 
enjoyed as far as the Law will admin by my niece and/or persons entitled to the Rents & Profits of 
the said Hereditaments given by this my Will. 
 
Executors to make an Inventory of the above items and before the time of taking possession thereof 
give a receipt for the same. 
 
To Frances Dickenson  £100 payable two days after my decease to buy her Rings and 
Mourning 
 
To Mary Packington  £600 
 
To John Gale of Droitwich and George Fownes the Younger of Hanbury  £50 each 
 
To my Executors & Trustees £100 each 
 
Executors to receive all my money and Securities for money and the Residue of my personal Estate 
(except the Linen) and that I give to my niece which I direct may be reduced into money. 
 



Executors to take charge of the Estates and receive rents and issues IN TRUST to pay Debts and 
Funeral Expenses and Legacies and also any sum of money not exceeding £300 to be expended in 
such manner as my niece shall choose in the erection of one or more monuments to the memory of 
my Father, Mother, Brother and myself in the place signified by me to my Niece over my family vault 
in the Parish Church of Hanbury. 
 
Trustees to prepare accounts of the transactions of the estates and to be audited half yearly at 
Midsummer and Christmas.  Trustees shall immediately upon my decease deposit all and every my 
Title Deeds in the hands of my Niece and to be locked up in the Chest they are now in and each of 
my Trustees as well as my Niece to have a key thereto for safe custody 
 
Further directions for running the estate. 
 
Will dated 14 February 1792 
Witnesses  Jon Vernon 
  William Burrish 
  Js Morse 
Resealed, published and declared 7 September 1792. 
Witnesses William Burrish 
  Richard Fisher 
  John Wardell 
 
CODICIL  DATED 16 MAY 1786 
 
When I die, my body to be put in a lead coffin and to be conveyed in the dead of night to Broughton 
House and there to be placed in the Hall, my funeral to proceed from thence to my Family Vault in 
Hanbury Church with hearse and six and a Mourning Coach and six and my funeral not to be under 
seven days from the day of my death if my Body can be kept so long without inconvenience.  My 
Tenants the Farmers to be my pall bearers with scarfs and hatbands and all the rest of my Tenants & 
Cottagers to be asked to my Funeral and to have hatbands and gloves for as they are my very best 
friends and they are intitled to my last respect.  Tom & Ben to be my mourners and for them all to 
have mourning.  Ben & Tom to have my Wearing Apparell.  My Niece to have my Embroidered 
Waistcoats and the fine apparel of her Grandmother’s and my late Wife’s and my Coach, Horses and 
Harness.  No achievement to be put up for me nor nothing of show said in the papers that on ___ 
say died Edward Bearcroft of Broughton, Esquire.  No advertisement to be put in the paper for 
Creditors to come and pay their debts &c.  If I should die before the Tythe Cause of Buslem is 
finished I do direct my Executors to press on with it and then for Lord Coventry to be at no more 
Expense that what he may choose. 
 
If Mr Berkley should convey the Infants Misses Berkleys abroad I do direct my Executors not to 
employ Mr Henry Bray but to do it themselves or employ some other Attorney to apply to the Court 
of Chancery to have them brought back and to pay the Attorney his Expenses out of the Rents & 
profits of my Estate for so doing this shall be their authority and for them to order the Attorney to 
do everything that is requisite and necessary for his so doing I direct my Executors to give him Ten 
Guineas and Mr William Allen 10 guineas, Tom 10 guineas.  All my pictures to be put up in Broughton 
House with my Furniture.  A Steward to be appointed by my Niece who shall have been bred up in 
the farming line and not otherwise.  I recommend Mr George Fownes the Younger for that purpose 
with a salary of 30 guineas a year.  I give to Mr Morse 10 guineas which I desire my Executors to pay 
him being always a very honest man to me.  If the dispute respecting the late Manor be not settled I 
do desire my Executors to try it.  If Betty Heming should be turned out of Broughton House after my 



death I do desire my Executors to let her live Rent free in one of the Houses at the bottom of 
Broughton Green so long as she shall inhabit it. 
 
 
Appeared Personally Coningsby Norbury of Droitwich Gent and William Burrish of same place Gent 
and by virtue of their Corporal Oaths Depose that they well know and were acquainted with Edward 
Bearcroft late of Droitwich Esquire deceased for some time before and to the time of his death 
which as they are informed and believe happened in the month of January last and during such the 
time of their acquaintance with the said deceased they have often seen him write and thereby 
become well acquainted with his manner and character of handwriting and these Deponents having 
now carefully viewed and perused the paper writing hereunto annexed purporting to be a Codicil to 
the last Will & Testament of the said deceased beginning this 16 May 1786. 
 
 
NOTE: MONUMENT IN HANBURY CHURCH 
 
 
 John Bearcroft Esquire Meer Green Hall died September 1725 
 Wife Jane died January 1769 
 2 Sons Edward & John and several Daughters 
 
 Edward married Catherine, daughter of Sir William Compton, Baronet, Hartpury, Glos 
 John was Lieutenant in Navy and was unmarred. 
 
 Frances, wife of John Weir, Esq Granddaughter 


